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IUCN = International Union for 
Conservation of Nature

• Was founded in 1948;

• has >1300 member organisations (86 states)

• and an observer seat at the United Nations.

• World Congress every 4 years sets Program,

• for which staff & 20,000 expert volunteers work 

in 6 Commissions, including:

Species Survival (Red List) 

Economic & Social Policy

Ecosystem Management } sustainable use group 

Ecosystem Approach includes people too!

} sustainable use gp.
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IAF is an IUCN member since 1996;

Falconry as UNESCO intangible heritage. 

Training raptors requires, inter alia:

Equipment, which is a tangible heritage;

Knowledge - some writable and hence tangible; 

Some needing transfer in person, thus intangible 

(language is another intangible heritage);

Raptors, and habitats for raptors and prey;

Conceptual + technical innovation to increase skill 

(like a researcher: Munir’s ‘Collective Creativity’).
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Training raptors requires equipment, …
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…which, since the 1970s ...

Bill Cochran, Rob Berry
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…was driven by falconry to 

be more sophisticated.
Biotrack

Microwave 

Telemetry
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Early knowledge 
from Emperor 
Frederick II in     

‘De Arte Venandi
cum Avibus (1248) 

included 
hypothesis-test 

on Barnacle 
Geese; however, 
there was earlier 
AND quantitative 

science. 
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Training raptors requires raptors too

in 1086
Veterinary procedures from Bagdad circa 780.

GOS
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… so, in the pesticide era, breeding…
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IAF slide used in the 1975 International 

Council for Bird Preservation conference: 
(a resolution to ban falconry was avoided).
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IAF slide used in the 1975 International 

Council for Bird Preservation conference: 
(a resolution to ban falconry was avoided).

Falconers developed domestic 

breeding fast.
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IAF was helped by British Falconers Club, which had produced 

“Captive Breeding of Diurnal Birds of Prey” during 1970-5.
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Conservation-falconry in late 20thC

Falconry was responsible for: 
 Raptor Research Foundation (D. Hunter)
 Peregrine Fund (T. Cade, J. Weaver) 
 Hawk (& Owl) Trust (P. Glasier)

Domestic breeding & soft release (hacking) 
techniques: Berry (1972), Meng (1975), 
Cade (1986, 2000), Temple (1987), Saar 
(1988), Jones (1994)

Ran projects for Peregrines (6 of 7 major 
projects), Mauritus Kestrels, California 
Condors, now Gyps vultures.
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In UK, falconers put goshawks back.
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Sustainable trade innovation

1. Yield modelling using radios & genetics

2. Mark-recapture population estimation: 
tested on Goshawk, Saker

Mark-bank proposal: IUCN Resolution 2000
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IAF:  2nd World Conservation Congress of 

IUCN in Amman, Jordan, 4-11 October 2000:

REQUESTS that Saker range states and falconers 

work with CITES and other international regulatory 

authorities to develop an internationally recognized 

system, initially for this species but applicable for 

other wildlife, that combines wildlife research and 

modern marking technologies to: 

(a) monitor populations, estimate sustainable yields;

(b) regulate procurement and international 

movements with minimal administrative costs; and

(c) motivate conservation of the species and its 

habitats throughout its range.
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UNEP-Convention on Conserving Migratory Species 

Saker Global Action Plan – projects with IAF & UAE: 

• SakerNet multilingual outreach: don’t trap adults! 

• 100 satellite tags: more about survival & migration.

• 1000 nest boxes (breeding >1000 sakers/year).
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UNEP-Convention on Conserving Migratory Species 

Saker Global Action Plan – projects with IAF & UAE: 

• 1 million power-poles to be checked & made safe. 

Left:

Not 

just 

Sakers

Right:

Goes 

on in 

2018!
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... working with BirdLife International & IUCN.

www.sakerfalcon.org
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Those responsible are not exceptional

Wildlife conservation education & breeding

Hours/falconer/year (UK):                   35 h

Percent falconers involved (USA):      47%

Days spent on passion each year (USA):

Hunters (18), Anglers (16), Watchers (6),      

Falconers (36)

% in USA with tertiary education:

Hunters (48%), Anglers (53%), Watchers(57%) 

Falconers (83%)
Falconers : Public

Attend public meetings:       40% 19% 
Prioritise environment:         80% 42%           
Sort for recycling:                 66% 24%
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Falconry is a low-impact way to sustain 

important biotopes such as grouse moors

Harvest 
parameters

Shooting 
(driven 
grouse)

Shooting 
(walking-

up)
Falconry

Grouse/ 
hunter/day

ca. 25 ca. 10 e.g. 0.3

Total value/ 
grouse killed

est.            
€ 100-200

est.               
€ 27-40

e.g. € 325
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Falconers not only 

have low impact on 

prey, but started 

studies of wild 

raptor predation 

(Brüll, Craigheads)

and are now pioneering 

stakeholder networking to 

conserve ecosystems.
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IAF joins IUCN to start bottom-up conservation
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In 2017 IAF launched www.Perdixnet.org …
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… now in 20 languages …



RRF 2018 Annual Conference, Kruger NP,

South Africa, 14 November 2018.
SUME: Sustainable Use and

Management of Ecosystems

Multilingual master site links to SYCL sites in 
national languages for running local projects.

www.perdixnet.org
Multilingual  Master

For managers of farms, 
reserves, falconry, 

shooting.
Info on Rationale, 

Principles. Stakeholders,  
Main Project  Results 

and Prizes.

SYCL -
Local

Language A  
Administer 
local cluster  

1

SYCL - National
Language X
By national 

organisation, as 
Perdix-X.sycl.net

SYCL -
Local

Language A 
Administer 
local cluster 

21

SYCL -
Local

Language X 
Administer 
local cluster 

Z

SYCL -
Local

Language X 
Administer 
local cluster 

A

Passive link,

Page-sharing option

National
SYCL English 

master (for UK).
Guidance for project 
conduct (techniques, 

laws, translated 
information  and 

groups involved) as 
Perdix-UK,sycl.net

SYCL - National
Language A
By national 

organisation, as 
Perdix-A.sycl.net

SYCL -
English

Administer 
local cluster 

ω

SYCL -
English

Administer 
local cluster  

α
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IAF‘s www.perdixnet.org initiative
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Each national site has its own editors, but all 

sites network to the master site.
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With a multilingual mapping tool (here for grouse 

habitat mapped over an aerial photograph) ...
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... to be assessed with software to provide 

decision support for enhancing game habitats
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Conclusions:

 IUCN works with UN for socio-environmental thinking;

 Ecosystem approach: no habitats for prey, no falconry; 

 Falconry pioneered raptor veterinary & ecology work;

 Developed conservation breeding and release;

 New techniques for sustainable harvest management;

 Multilingual networking of stakeholders for raptors;

 Multilingual networking of ecosystem stakeholders;

 Potential future genetics applications.
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Thank you
for listening

www.sakerfalcon.org   www.sakernet.org
www.perdixnet.org    http://sume.sycl.net


