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‘casable birdg

the rehabili[alti0
< the huntip an?j
l€ patients, We i
ting falconry oy, the
ght and on showingwhyitiSa
great tool of pest control in ajrpqy
and other sites, butitis alWays chal
lenging to change people’s mind-
about a subject they do not fulls
understand. Y

Education
s any other foundatiop
we have little to n(;
upport from the (.
lombian government. Our directoy
covers most of our functionip
costs, but we need to start produc-
ing to be sustainable and to have 3
future. We are hoping to teach peo-
ple about falconry and its cultural
heritage, and about birds of prey
and their importance in ecosystems
in future education programs we
Ana Morales from FADA checking a patient. are planning.
Most of our education ambas-
sadors have been rescued from the

olombia is the sec- got permits to rehabilitate birds illegal wildlife trade and have been
ond most megadiverse  using falconry, and today we are  deemed unreleasable because they
country in the world, theonlyspecialized raptor centerin  are imprinted. Our amazing team

occupying the first place in bird  Colombia, and the only Colombian  includes a male ornate hawk-eagle
species with over 1900. From those  associate member of the IAF. We  named Felix, a young mottled

1900 bird species we have around receive birds from all over the coun- owl (Ciccaba virgata) that has no
100 raptor species, which include  try, and this is how we have gotten name, several aplomado falcons
owls, hawks, kites, harriers, and to deal with all kinds of raptors, and Harris’ hawks left from out
hawk-eagles. from the tiny pearl kite (Gampsonyx ~ hunting days, and our crown jewel,

Our foundation (Fundacion  swainsonii) to the allmighty and  Atila, a female black-and-chestnut
Aguilas de los Andes, FADA) isdedi-  powerful harpy eagle (Harpia har-  eagle (Spizaetus isidori). She 18 the
_cated to the conservation of raptors  pyja). We have successfully treated ~ reason our conservation effortsare
in Colombia, and our rehabilitation ~ and released hundreds of birds focused on what is probabl,V the
center (.CRARSI, for the acronym  during this time, and we also give most endangered Andean eagle !
in Spanish) helps over a hundred  sanctuary to the unreleasable ones.  Colombia, the black-and-chestntt
birds pf prey per year. Alex Ospina, istorically we have used eagle. Thi,s species is not very We
our director, stafted the rehabilita- aplomado falcons (Fal- known. Biological and ecologi®
tion center back in 1999, but he had co femoralis), peregrine  studies have bgen done, but the i3

been i i i L
n involved with birds of preyfor  falcons, and Harris’ hawks to hunt man-predator conflict has not beet

along time before that. In 1990 i : ; is i re W
became friends with doctor Alva};f): crested bobwhite (Colinus cristatus).  fully assessed, and this 1S whe

As a principle of the Colombi- hink it wi ke a difference:
Torres Barreto (author of the b P p g think it will make a
Neotropical Falconry, where he st(ileli an falconer, we do not take wild

TR G raptors, but we use birds we have  Conservation q0le
Dr. Felix Iriorclllrsiguf:icgg IIZ lf"lli)en Sl gaoproduced .from pairs bought in The blaCk'and’CheS.“m[ue‘l?ol'
but his friendship ended wherr:tB)’ EuroRe_ or birds brought to us for  is a medium- to large-siZ¢! I;Vn 2
o mestdiadt Herl oo Thr' rehabilitation. DLle to habitat loss,  from the Spizaetus genus 1 i the
same year, Alex became a NAF/i our game species are becoming  the hawk-eagle genus fOWR s
member (and probably the on] lendapgered’ and §incearecent Co-  tropicsin the Americas. ‘{of’t‘ S8
Colombian member to this s ombla:n law forbids 'hunting, wild includes the black ll'd“"k_e(‘ -’\\ \ite
Being the only renowned fal. game is not an option anymore.  (tyrannus), the black-al®™ e

A CUS)
Today, we focus mostly on lure and ~ hawk-eagle (S. melanolev ’:)rnn“’

coner in Colombia i
12 in 1999, Alex  drone work to keep our birds fit, popular and beautilt










hawk-eagle, and the
powerful black-and-ch:
[ts range goes from nort! ;
Jombia, with isolated populations
in the Sierra Nevada of Santa Marta
and Serrania del Perija (in both
Colombia and Venezuela), all the
way south to northern Argentina.
They are found in montane forests
in elevations between 1800 and
9500 m (5900-8200 ft), and they
are considered top predators in this
ecosystem. They mostly hunt small
mammals like squirrels, capuchin
monkeys and coatis, and large
birds like guans (Cracidae). Lately,
the human-predator conflict has
intensified as the farmers move into
their habitat and domestic fowl like
chickens and turkeys become part
of the diet. Due to this conflict and
habitat loss, the species is consid-
ered endangered by the IUCN with
adecreasing population trend, and
asafoundation we say it is critically
endangered in Colombia because
we estimate there are less than 100
individuals left.
tila’s story is one with a
somewhat happy end-
: ing. She was found tied
m a farmer’s backyard because
she was caught eating chickens.
She was very young when caught
and spent almost a year with the
fal‘f_ner before being discovered by
afriend of Alex. He convinced the
farmer to give her to him and then
Moved the bird from the Eastern
des to Bogotd, where she later
Was boarded into a flight to Pereira,
Where the foundation is located.
€Cause she had been in captivity
a?lrdaul()ng time, she was imprinted
e :dreslﬁasal?le. This is when we
b sador g, he s ou!d be an ambas-
. hr €r species, a_nd in order
Starteq €r as an education bird, we
; training her as a falconry
Ird, O[her indivi
een (f, Individuals have not
they . atlucky, and unfortunately
ave been shot and killed.
Cﬁuple of weeks ago we as-
% g:) ¢ fitness of a juvenile eagle
nte h‘l’ernment rehabilitation
A Wasr:l)sr(;hcem Eolo}rlr_)lbia. The
aught while trymn
1 forp '®y on chickens and wasrl}::pgt

S€sseq]

4 coyp)
Wag Ple of months before she
Maded 41,4 later surrendered to

%

the authorities. This center had no
clue what species the new patient
was and they got in touch Wl[ll
us. We gave them .all Fhe medlgal,
dietary, and handling information
they needed, and after almost six
months of rehabilitation, they asked
us to go check her. After'a thorough
physical exam and a rigorous be-
havioral one, we concluded she was
in great shape and ready to return
to nature as soon as possible. The
rehab center is in th'e process‘of get-
ting the paperwork in order for her

Atila, a female black-and-chestnut eagle (Spizaetus wsidon).
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release, and we are looking forward
to see her in the wild again. As that
happens, we are satisfied with our
work assessing other centers and
sharing our experience as falconers
rehabilitating birds of prey so we
can all work towards conserving the
most endangered Andean eagle in
Colombia.

Ana Morales

Wildlife Biologist & Falconer
Fundacion Aguilas de los Andes
amorales@fada.org.co o



